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HISTORY OF FC BARCELONA

On November 29, 1899, Hans Gamper founded Futbol Club Barcelona,
along with eleven other enthusiasts of ‘foot-ball’, a game that was still
largely unknown in this part of the world.

He could never have imagined the magnitude of what that initiative
would eventually develop into. Over more than one hundred years of
history, FC Barcelona has grown spectacularly in every area and has
progressed into something much greater than a mere sports club,
turning Barca’s ‘more than a club’ sloganinto areadlity.

Barca has become, for millions of people all around the world, a

symbol of their identity, and not just in a sporting sense, but also in
terms of society, politics and culture. Throughout the most difficult of
times, Barca was the standard that represented Catalonia and the
Catalan people's desire for freedom, a symbolism that has continued to
be closely linked to the idiosyncrasy of the Club and its membersto this
day. Within the context of Spain, Bar¢ais seen as an open and
democratic club. And al around the world, Barcaisidentified with
caring causes, and most especially children through its sponsorship
agreement with Unicef.

For awhole century, FC Barcelona has passed through moments of
glory and pain, periods of brilliance and other less successful ones, epic
victories and humbling defeats. But al these different moments have
helped define the personality of a Club that, due to its peculiar nature, is
considered unique in the world.

With over one hundred years of history, there have naturally been many
different periods, both in a social and a sporting sense. In the early
years (1899-1922) , from the foundation of the club to the construction
of Les Corts stadium, Bar¢a was a club that had to distinguish itself
from al the other football teamsin Barcelona, to the point that it would
come to be identified with the city as awhole. Barga soon became the
leading club in Catalonia, and also associated itself with the

increasingly growing sense of Catalan national identity.
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